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Church-grounds present a real challenge to the congregation responsible for them. Striking a balance between a “tidy” area and a place which encourages bio-diversity and wildlife is not simple.


The projects In Wrexham  Sacred Spaces and Living Churchyards in Gwent  are tackling this issue with support from various bodies.  In South East Wales a new project Llanau is being undertaken by CTNW with the aims to make the churchgrounds more accessible and attractive to a wider audience.  CTNW aims to encourage “new and additional” groups of people into our places of worship. Llanau identifies many groups that might be attracted to a well managed area that has so much to offer in terms of wildlife and genealogy. 


�





Supported by the Countryside Council for Wales this project will work with about ten places of worship in South East Wales and identify ways in which small groups of volunteers can be encouraged and enabled to make more use of the churchgrounds.


Luke Maggs of the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) said I am delighted to be working in partnership with CTNW to assist local church groups in enhancing  their churchgrounds as sustainable havens for biodiversity and promoting them as important community hubs for wider countryside recreation activities Paul Barrett, a local consultant will be working with CTNW on this project.


For more information contact CTNW 





…………….the churchgrounds more accessible and attractive to a wider audience





Family history is not simply about names and dates, that’s just the framework.  What people are really looking for is connections.  It’s not just knowing what your relatives were called and bragging  about how far back you can trace them,  it’s about knowing where and how they lived and how history shaped their decisions and therefore your life. 


At Where You’re From we combine genealogical research with social history to form the basis for books and tours.  And there is huge job satisfaction in being able to bring people’s ancestry to life.


I’ve brushed away a few tears while watching people stand at the graveside of long ago family.  I’ve been awed listening to a music professor play the organ in a small country church where his family worshipped 150 years previously. And I’ve felt the hairs on the back of my neck as an American couple, walking down to beautiful Llananno church stop dead and, as if they could hear voices, say “they walked down this very path didn’t they?”


Genealogy involves hours spent on computers and in libraries and archive collections.  Where it comes alive though is where you can look, feel and touch the past.  Sometimes people will be lucky enough to find the old home still standing.  But for most of us the one place that we can indisputably know we are walking in our ancestors’ footsteps is at the parish church. That makes the churches and chapels of Wales a vital part of the growing trend of heritage tourism.  


One of the most fulfilling parts of our work is accompanying overseas clients on their ancestral tours.  Itineraries permitting, I always encourage them to participate in a service at the parish church.  Whatever their religious persuasion, they invariably single it out as one of the highlights of their trip.  They talk of belonging to a family.


So, perhaps one of the challenges to today’s parishes is to consider those who have moved away, whether 15 or 150 years ago, still part of the extended family.  


Joanna Masters
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Where it comes alive though is where you can look, feel and touch the past.  
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CTNW has been encouraging and promoting tourism in connection with religious sites of interest since 2000. This year, the annual conference attracted nearly 60 visitors from all over Wales. The programme included talks from people running Pilgrimage Trails, county-wide church promotions, genealogy research, and the promotion of just one establishment. Two speakers gave talks on tourism research within the religious sector.





The Conference opened with a service in Cardiff, after which the Ven. Philip Morris, the chair of CTNW, summed up the ethos of religious tourism in these words; ‘We don’t ask what the community can do for the church, we ask what the church can do for the community’. His message, stressing the need for churches to be open to all, was reinforced in the second talk of the conference, Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, who repeated many times that they were always glad to see churches being used. They provide sensible guidelines for the prevention of preventable theft and vandalism.


Many valuable and inspiring suggestions were made by the various speakers who were involved in running church tourism schemes. Information was provided on possible sources of funding, and on-line addresses were made available.





In times of great anxiety about the future of churches, especially large rural churches in Wales, where the congregations have dwindled and the quota increases every year, the need for new ideas and fresh initiatives grows ever more necessary. The CTNW conference provided a timely forum for ideas to be aired and experience shared. It was well worth the journey from North Wales to Cardiff!


Jane Beckerman
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John Winton 


National Director:  


07815 062 040 (MOB)  


john@ctnw.co.uk � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctnw.co.uk/"��www.ctnw.co.uk�





Sue Kelly –


N. Wales Regional Director   � HYPERLINK "mailto:-suekellyctnw@hotmail.co.uk"��-� 


01978 854 469


� HYPERLINK "mailto:suekellyctnw@hotmail.co.uk"��suekellyctnw@hotmail.co.uk�





Head Office 


4 Church View Close Llandough PENARTH CF64 2NN      


029 2071 0014





Project Office: 


Room C107 


Capital Region Tourism, UWIC, 


Colchester Avenue CARDIFF CF23 9XR  


029 2041 7196











The Rolls Royce name is one of the world's most identifiable brands. Charles Rolls was its joint founder who moved from his interest in automobile engines to a fascination with the aero engine and he wanted to fly!


2010 is the centenary of his death at the age of 32 in an aviation accident – the first in the United Kingdom.


The town of Monmouth and its environs have a close connection to the Rolls family and in Llangattock Vibon Avel's churchyard is the grave of Charles Rolls. The Hendre, adjacent to Llangattock Church, was the home of the Rolls family. 


On Monday July 12th   the date of Charles Rolls death, there are to be celebrations in and around the town of Monmouth.


These celebrations will begin with a service at St Cadoc's church in Llangattock at 10.00 am at which the Bishop of Monmouth will be the preacher. 


Parades of Rolls Royce cars, a fly past of a Rolls engine powered spitfire, a Monmouth Civic Service at St Mary's are just some of the celebrations on July 12th.


The Rolls Royce Company have taken these celebrations very seriously and have funded a schools worker for a year to offer the pupils support with projects connected to the Rolls Royce name.


You are welcome to join the service at St Cadocs.


More information about these celebrations can be found at the web site


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rolls100.com" �www.rolls100.com�


























Charles Rolls





July 12th 2010 10.00 am – service at St Cadoc’s Llangattock vibon Awel as part of centenary celebrations of Charles Rolls’ death





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


�HYPERLINK "../../AppData/Local/Temp/www.ctnw.co.uk"��www.ctnw.co.uk�








CTNW Report


A full progress report has been produced by CTNW which outlines our work, past, present and future. 


This was launched at the reception following the celebration service on Wednesday March 3rd. 


It is available on our web site 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ctnw.co.uk/"��www.ctnw.co.uk�





Open Church Day 2010


Saturday 18th September.





This annual event has been gaining in popularity – more churches have opened each year since it was started in 2007.





Literature will be sent out to help congregations prepare for this – thoughts need to include:


What can we do that will attract people into the church?


Who are our partners?


What publicity can we undertake?





Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme


This is an important scheme as it allows parishes to reclaim the VAT on repairs; it is due to end in March 2011, but you can help...


For more information �HYPERLINK "http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/news/listed.php"��Ctrl and click Here�
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